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Please note that the insurance professional providing you this guide and their representatives do not give  
legal, tax or Social Security advice. You are encouraged to consult your attorney, tax advisor, or the Social Security  
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 CONSIDER THESE FACTS2

•  
 

• 

• 

3 

In 2016, of all adults receiving monthly Social Security 
 Certainly, 

demographics have changed since the inception of the 
Social Security program.

decisions surrounding careers outside the home, or 
staying home to raise a family have all factored into the 
changing landscape of the American family and the roles 

can no longer afford to take a back seat in the decisions 
surrounding their retirement.

Social Security represents a key source of retirement 

This guide is designed to be able to help you feel better 

 2  Social Security Administration,  August 2018
 3  Social Security Administration,  June 2017

Social Security Administration, 2017
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QUESTION 1
Am I eligible and  
how much can I  
potentially receive?

Generally speaking, you need at least 10 years 

depends upon your earnings over the highest  

year based upon your most recent earnings so 
adding additional years of earnings may help  

6 

 
 

is $2,788/month.7

Social Security Administration,  July 2018
 6 Social Security Administration,  July 2018
 7  Social Security Administration, July 2018

5 
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QUESTION 2
When may I begin  
collecting benefits?

to age 70.8 

YEAR OF BIRTH* FULL RETIREMENT AGE 
1937 or earlier

1938

1939

66

66 and 2 months

66 and 6 months

66 and 8 months

66 and 10 months

1960 and later 67

9

 8  Social Security Administration, July 2018
 9   Social Security Administration,  July 2018
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10 

11 

QUESTION 3
I stayed home to raise a family 
and do not have the required 
number of credits to be eligible 
for Social Security benefits 
under my own record. Am I 
eligible to receive anything?

paid to a spouse during the period of suspension 
10 You may 

11
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 12  Social Security Administration, July 2018
 13  Social Security Administration, July 2018

QUESTION 4
Both my spouse and I are 
eligible for Social Security 
benefits. What options should 
we consider when claiming 
retirement benefits?

12 If certain 

13 

you understand your options before making a 
claiming decision.

In some cases, it may make sense for the higher 

as possible to accumulate delayed retirement 

options might be appropriate for you.
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Social Security Administration, July 2018
July 2018

QUESTION 5
Both my spouse and I have 
relatively high estimated Social 
Security benefits. Is there any 
benefit to one of us filing a 
spousal claim on the other 
spouse rather than just filing  
for our own benefits?

An opportunity might exist for you and/or your 

by virtue of the delayed retirement credits you 

it may make sense for one of you (if either of you 

 Such a 

if the other spouse has either started collecting 

 

the options based upon your particular situation 
before making any claiming decisions.
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 16  Social Security Administration, July 2018

QUESTION 6
My children are grown and I 
plan to return to work. Should 
I consider waiting to collect my 
Social Security benefits even 
though I am age 62 and eligible 
for them?

 
 

$1 for every $2 over this threshold.16 

only earnings prior to the month you reach full 

due to this earned income limit are factored back 

16 

Keep in mind that the potential reduction due to 
this earned income limitation is not the same as the 

amount for claiming it prior to full retirement age. 
Unlike the earned income limitation, the decision 

that you receive.
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17 Social Security Administration,  July 2018

QUESTION 7
I am divorced. Am I 
entitled to any benefits 
from my former spouse?

1. Your marriage lasted 10 years or longer;

2. You are currently unmarried;

3. You are at least 62 years of age or older;

4. (a)  

  (b)  If your former spouse is eligible but has not 

higher amount.

www.ssa.gov
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QUESTION 8
I am widowed. How much 
may I be entitled to as  
a survivor and when can  
I claim benefits?

18  Social Security Administration,  July 2018

retirement credits that your spouse earned by 

 

until your

amount based upon the number of months prior 

that of your deceased spouse, you may select 

may enhance the amount that is received.18
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19  Social Security Administration,  July 2018

QUESTION 9
I was married, but my spouse 
passed away and now I am 
remarried. Whose benefits, 
besides my own, may I be 
entitled to?

you are disabled), you are still entitled to collect 

It is possible that you may be eligible for three 

same time—the Social Security Administration 

later.19 
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Please note that the insurance professional providing you this guide and their representatives do not give legal, tax, or 
Social Security advice. You are encouraged to consult your attorney, tax advisor, or the Social Security Administration via 

QUESTION 10
Where can I get  
more information?

reading includes a Social Security Administration 
publication entitled 

homepage.

professionals can provide information, but not 
give tax, legal or Social Security advice. Your 

potential retirement income gaps and may 

annuity, as a potential solution. 

www.ssa.gov 


